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                                     Minutes of the Meeting of the Council        
                                                                Held on 5th January 2026  

Present: Cllr Paul Chatley (Chair); Cllr Davina Martin (vice-Chair); Cllr Jerry Cook; Cllr Laura Spencer; Cllr Mike Sole; Emily Arnold (clerk) and two members of the public.
1. Chairman opening remarks, apologies, and approval of absences: Cllr Chatley welcomed everyone present and thanked them all for attending the meeting. 

2. Minutes of the previous meeting: The minutes of the Ordinary Parish Council Meeting held on 1st December 2025 were approved as a true record, proposed Cllr Spencer, seconded Cllr Martin they were then signed as a true record.  

3. Declarations of Interest: None

4. Co-option: None 

5. Public Forum: Slip Road, Bishops Bourne No Entry Signs are not clear enough with the temporary signage – Clerk to contact
Lots of left behind (by workman/ Highways) signage on roadsides to be reported to KCC

6. Reports from Kent Police, County and City Council members: Cllr Soles report is on the council website and FB. Cllr Cook to leave the information on fraud for the coffee morning.

7. Matters arising: (if not already on the agenda): Councillors to always use the new emails. 
Request from The Jigsaw Project to put a poster in the notice board – Agreed
Road Closures to be put on FB again closer to the actual date.

     8.  Finance:  a) Payments and Receipts: Bank Balance as of 31st December was Current 
           Account £963.13 and Saving (Instant) Account £14426.53 - Total: £15389.66 (which  
           includes a reserve of £11000 and Village Society £583.31) - Agreed and signed off.
           Payments made in December: Envisage Groundcare £294 (VAT £49) Hythe Tree Care 
           (tree work on the Embankment) £4182 (VAT £697) Unity Bank Charge £6. Clerks’ salary  
           December. Transfer of £4000. Receipts – interest - £103.58 - Agreed
           b) Grant application – Action Against Abuse - £479.10 - Refused
                      c)  Annual hire of The Barn – Invoice £71.20 - Agreed

          9. Planning: All Noted
               CA/25/02005 - Installation of conservatory to rear elevation - 108 The Street, Kingston, 
               Kent, CT4 6JQ - Awaiting decision
      CA/24/02217 - Single storey detached dwelling following demolition of existing outbuilding 
      - The Orchard, Marley Lane, Kingston, Kent, CT4 6JH – Awaiting decision   
      CA/25/01774 - 33 The Street Kingston Kent CT4 6JE Conversion of garage into habitable
          accommodation and associated external alterations following demolition of existing side    
          utility room and conservatory. – Granted

 CA/25/01437 - Retrospective application for Listed Building Consent for external and     internal alterations including replacement wall insulation, repair and/or replace internal tongue and groove cladding as proves necessary, replacement of square windows on the East wall and replacement first floor casement window in upstairs bedroom of Edwardian extension from timber to timber, external repainting together with painting of windows on both extensions - Pheasant Cottage Westwood Road Kingston Kent CT4 6JN - Granted

        10. Miscellaneous Parish Council Matters: 
a) Kingston Brooch: permission given 
b) IT Policy to cover Assertion 10: Agreed
c) Resignation of 2 councillors: To thank them both for their time on the council with a gift for Val for her 20 years length of service.
d) Grounds maintenance contract – to contact Envisage about when cuts and strimming need to take place and to arrange a meeting with Roland Brown re embankment project. 
         11.   Highways, Footpaths and Trees:
a) Marley Lane Signs: Work due to be completed early January 2026 – 8th January 2026
b) Embankment – Completed 
c) Bushes – Black Robin PH – Works to be completed in Autumn – Still no reply from Stonegate.
d) Queens Tree: Clerk to contact Steve about the tree guard
13.    Matters for future discussions: Speaker for the Village Meeting – Clerk to contact Roland  
           Brown   
           HIP to be sent out and brought back to next meeting for updating

14.    Date of next meeting: 2nd February 2026 at 7.30pm in The Barn, Kingston


                                                                           Meeting closed 8.20pm




Signed:                                                                                                                   Chairman

Date:                                






Future meeting dates: 

  2nd Mar, 13th Apr, 18th May (Annual), 8th June 6th Jul, 7th Sept, 5th Oct, 2nd Nov and   7th Dec 2026 7.30pm in The Barn, Kingston
27th May (village) 7pm in The Barn, Kingston 
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